Then, in one terrible endless moment, they heard mighty Mount Vesuvius roar. Its top exploded in a scream and flames ripped upwards to the sky. A massive cloud of silver ash rose to the heavens, twisting and bubbling in every direction until everything was in total darkness.
Lightning flashed and thunder roared. Streams of molten liquid flowed in fast rivers down the mountain slopes and covered a nearby town. The walls, streets and gardens of their beloved Pompeii disappeared beneath a blanket of ash and stones. Before their very eyes, everything and everyone they had ever loved was destroyed.
Tranio and Livia held each other desperately as the steaming lava reached the sea itself. The water began to swell against the sides of the boat as it moved slowly out to safety. They had left just in time. Soon the sea sank back from the shore and even the fishes were stranded there

1. What was the first thing that Mount Vesuvius did?
2. What flowed down the mountain slopes?
3. Write down 2 verbs that describe the movement of the ash cloud?
4. Find a word in the text that means the same as cherished?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Explain what it means by the 'the sea sank back from the shore and even the fishes were stranded.'

