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Again, as I sit and reflect on all that is 
going on at Southdale, I couldn’t be 
more proud! From going down the 
mine this week, to sporting events 
galore, it has been wonderful to see. 

Today, I was fortunate enough to 
escape my office for the entire day, 
and it’s days like this which are my 
favourite at Southdale.  I spent the 
morning with children at forest 
schools, and throughout the entire 
session, we saw the children grow.  
It was a complete privilege. 

Then this afternoon it was modroc 
galore with year 6, as we started to 
make our masks for the masquerade 
ball. We can’t wait to wear these  
next week.

Mrs K Partington



Year 3

For more photos of these events please see our twitter page @SouthdaleY3

 
 

Mrs Garnett’s class have been recording Sally 
Fletcher’s recount of her first day down the 
mine whilst Miss Stott’s class have been 
interviewing the owner of Huskar Pit, Mr Robert 
Clarke. All this evidence will help Lord 
Shaftesbury and Queen Victoria understand 
the treacherous conditions down the mine and 
plan ways to improve the lives of these mining 
families.  

On Tuesday, Mrs Helliwell’s class spent a very 
chilly day at the National Coal Mining Museum 
where they became pit investigators under the 
guidance of Lord Shaftesbury. During their visit, 
they had the opportunity to see for themselves 
the terrible working conditions faced by child 
miners as young as five. They also met Sally 
Fletcher who provided further important 
evidence of what life was like down the pit. 

In art, we have focused on their 
shading skills and have tried to  
show darkness, light and texture. 
Children have used the original 
mining sketches taken from the 1842 
Working Conditions Commissioners 
Report to guide them. 

More photos from the 
Mining Museum trips 
will be available 
soon on the online 
gallery. 

https://twitter.com/SouthdaleY3?lang=en-gb


Year 4

For more photos of these events please see our twitter page @SouthdaleY4

 
 

Year 4 have had a busy and exciting week!  
It has been our assessment week, and we 
are delighted with the progress that the 
children have made this year. They really 
are showing the Southdale Sparkle in all 
that they do.

In English, we have worked hard to edit our 
letters from Koong-Shee, and we are 
delighted with our published pieces. 

 
In R.E, we have been continuing to look at 
life as a ‘journey’. We have been discussing 
the option of being given a ‘fresh start’. 
What would we change in terms of our 
attitude or behaviour?

In Art, we have been using shading 
techniques, including stippling and 
crosshatching, to draw and shade in love 
birds inspired by the Willow Pattern Story.

In cooking, we are continuing to make 
sweet potato and vegetable curry with 
homemade chapatti. .

Our handball skills and techniques are just 
getting better and better. We have enjoyed 
participating in small-sided, competitive  
games this week.

https://twitter.com/Y4Southdale?lang=en-gb


Year 5

For more photos of these events please see our twitter page @SouthdaleY5

WHITBY: Please return your child’s Whitby medical forms to the office ASAP to be processed.  
The information on the forms are a requirement for both Southdale and the Whitby staff.

 
 

Year 5 have once again been extremely busy over 
the last week. This week has been assessment 
week, and it has been wonderful to see the children 
demonstrating all the skills they have worked on so 
far this year. They ought to be super proud of 
themselves, because we certainly are!

As part of our narrative journey, the children are 
continuing to write their information texts. They 
are writing these to give to tourists, who visit 
our new Greek themed areas. We’re on with 
publishing these now, and we’ll be tweeting them 
soon - keep your eye out for them! 

Linking in with this, as part of our French lessons, 
the children have been writing trip advisor reviews 
on the new area by looking at some real reviews, 
translating them, and using these ideas as 
inspiration. 

In music this week, the children have researched 
Greek music further, and composed their own tunes 
to accompany their designs, using Garageband.  
Check a couple of these out on our Twitter page. 

RE this week has allowed 
the children to explore their 
journey in life, and this will 
allow them to compare 
and contrast this to the 
Muslim way of life and  
link into our on-going  
work looking at  
different cultures.

https://twitter.com/Y5Southdale?lang=en-gb


For more photos of these events please see our twitter page @SouthdaleY6

Year 6

 
 

In English, we have taken on the role of 
Juliet Capulet, a young girl protesting 
against an arranged marriage. We are 
writing a persuasive letter to her father, in 
hope to put a stop to this outrage. After 
identifying the key features of a persuasive 
letter, we planned our own letters using the 
correct Shakespearean language. Fear 
thou not, our letters will be ready very soon!

In maths, we have recapped our fraction, 
decimal and percentage equivalents, whilst 
also revising data handling. We enjoyed 
using pie charts, line graphs and pictograms 
to answer a range of problem solving 
questions - bring on next week!

In reading, we have really enjoyed delving 
deeper into our new class book, Skellig.  
We have unpicked the first couple of pages, 
which hooked us in immediately. We have 
written our own VIPERS questions relating 
to the text. Who is in the garage? 

In preparation for our masquerade ball, we have designed and started to create our masks in art. With the themes of love and conflict in mind, we ensured our design depicted the emotions the star-crossed lovers felt. Using mod-rock was particularly fun!  

Another fantastic cooking and forest school 
session for 6ZR this week. We lit our own fires  
and made a delicious curry!

https://twitter.com/Y6Southdale?lang=en-gb


Sporting Sparkle

Congratulations to these two!

This young gentleman attends X Martial 

Arts Club in Ossett, and he achieved his 

green belt last week. He had to spar and 

focus on several combinations. He was 

also awarded a medal for getting student 

of the class ten times. In order to get this, 

he had to show super focus and great 

technique in his combinations.

Well done and congratulations to this young lady too! She participated in Thorne’s Park 
gymnastic competition at the weekend.  
Her hard work and commitment to two 
hours of training a week certainly paid off  
as she won a gold medal in tumbling.



Supporting your child at home this week

YEAR 4 THIS WEEK
Reading: Please read with your child at home and ensure they are reading 
for at least twenty minutes a day. Why not find an interesting word which 
you can find the definition of and share back in class.

Maths: Please continue to support your child with helping them to 
consolidate all times tables. These are 3, 4, 6, 7, 8 and 9. Your child needs  
to know these to succeed in maths and be able to advance and progress.

Spelling:  Over the next few weeks we are working on our phonics to 
improve our spelling and pronunciation.

Themes: Our themes for our Willow Pattern narrative are: Love, Tradition  
and Courage.

YEAR 3 THIS WEEK
Reading: Please read with your child at home and ensure that they are 
reading for at least 20 minutes a day.

Maths: Please support your child by encouraging them to practise their times 
tables using the app TT Rock Stars. In year 3, your children need to know their 
3, 4 and 8 times tables.

We have recently introduced the division method which is shown below. 



Supporting your child at home this week

YEAR 6 THIS WEEK

Reading: Please read with your child at home and ensure that they are 
reading for at least 20 minutes a day. Try asking the following questions:

What impression do you get of...? Find a word that means the same as... 
Why might that character feel that way?.. Predict what might happen next. 

Summarise the paragraph you have just read. 

Maths: Please encourage your child to practise their times tables using 

Times Table Rockstars – quick recall of times table facts is essential in  

our understanding of calculating percentages. Complete the MyMaths  

‘arithmetic test 1 and mixed assessment 1’ tasks. 

Themes: Please discuss the theme of ‘prejudice’ with your child, as this is 

one of our themes of Romeo and Juliet.

Spelling Pattern: We are recapping the ‘ay’ ‘ee’ ‘igh’ and ‘ow’ sounds with 

your children, to support them when spelling tricky words. Please prompt 

them to recall words including these sounds.

YEAR 5 THIS WEEK
Reading: Please read with your child at home and ensure that they are 

reading for at least 20 minutes a day.

Maths: Please complete the MyMaths work and encourage your child to 

partake in the TTR battles.

Theme: We will be further developing our understanding of the Greek 

legacy, The Olympic Games and gods and goddesses.

Spelling Pattern:  In classes children will be recapping all the phonetic 

spelling sounds.



Achievements

Special Mentions

3LH CLASS For being super role models for Southdale on our trip to the NCM

3LS Jesse G For consistently working hard and showing the Southdale Sparkle in every lesson

3SG John M For his great focus during our assessment week

4EB Elliott B For always shining through his effort in all his learning

4RD Jessica G For making super progress in her English and maths assessments

4RR Elijah S For always being kind and supportive to your peers

5AM Ellie H For working hard in maths and really excelling in her assessment this week

5EZ Phoebe T For always working extremely hard and for taking upmost pride in her work. Well done!

5GT Freddie S For giving a super effort in his assessments this week

6KD Jacob H For showing great sportsmanship in PE this week and being a great role model for others.

6MF Grace H For always bringing a positive ‘can do’ attitude!

6ZR Matty S For being fully immersed in our narrative, using Skakespearean language when in role

Attendance

3LH 95.56%
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3LS 95.43%

3SG 98.28%

4EB 96.24%

4RD 99.43%

4RR 98.33%

5AM 97.70%

5EZ 100.00%

5GT 98.61%

6KD 94.64%

6MF 96.43%

6ZR 95.83%

TT ROCKSTARS 

Most improved

1 Joe P 4RD

2 Heidi W 3LS

3 Lucan B 3LH

TT ROCKSTARS 

Most answered

1 Brookyn G 4RR

2 Theo G 5AM

3 Joshua S 4RD

Head teachers Award

William BM For working so hard in all aspects of school life. We are so proud of you!



After-school Clubs

Day Year Group Activity Provider

Mon All year groups Mineblox Mineblox

Mon Y4, 5 & 6 Choir Mrs Garnett

Mon All year groups Cooking Mrs Burrill

Mon All year groups Bird watching Mr Smithson

Tue All year groups Cooking Miss Woolley

Tue All year groups Bird watching Mr Smithson

Wed 
(starts 29.01.20)

All year groups Mad Science Mad Science

Wed All year groups Reading Miss Noonan

Wed All year groups Kickboxing PE Teacher

Wed All year groups Cooking Mrs Burrill

Wed All year groups Bird watching Mr Smithson

Thur All year groups Maths & Reading,  
Writing Boosters

All Teaching Staff

Fri Y5 & 6 Netball PE Teacher

Fri All year groups Cooking Miss Woolley

Fri All year groups Bird watching Mr Smithson

There are spaces on Drumming lessons and if any child wants a lesson to please  
contact Mrs Townend.  The cost per term is £65



Calendar

Term Dates 2020

Monday 6 January School opens

Thursday 13 February School closes for half term

Friday 14 February INSET DAY

Monday 24 February School opens

Friday 3 April School closes for Easter holidays

Monday 20 April School opens

Thursday 7 May INSET DAY - LOCAL ELECTIONS

Friday 8 May BANK HOLIDAY

Friday 22 May School closes for half term

Monday 1 June School opens

Friday 17 July School closes for the summer holiday

Monday 20 July INSET DAY

Important Dates for your Diary

6 February  6.00pm - 7.00pm Y6  Romeo and Juliet Ball

12 February 6.00pm - 7.00pm Y6 SATs information evening

13 February  Y3&4  4.30pm -  5.45pm 
                       Y5&6  6.00pm - 7.15pm

Valentines Disco

26th February  3:40pm - 6:30pm Parents evening

27th February  3:40pm - 7:30pm Parents evening

11-12 March Year 5  Whitby Residential

16-18 March Year 4 Robinwood Residential

28, 29 & 30 April Y3 Pre-History Visit to Danelaw

19 May Y4 Visit to the Yorkshire Wildlife Park

26 & 29 June Y4 Roman Fort Visit to Danelaw

2 & 3 July Transition days

2 July Summer Disco Y2,3,4,5 and 6

10 July Summer Fair

16 July  9.15am Year 6 leavers assembly

16 July Y6 Prom Dimple Well Lodge Hotel



Information

Our JLT would like to make 
everyone aware of Radio 2’s  

500 word competition. 

Why not show off your writing  
and enter? There are some 

fantastic prizes. 

For further details please see: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/
programmes/p00rfvk1



Safeguarding

Mrs K Partington 

Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs R Mohebi  

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs R Randall  

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Miss R Mallas  

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mr V Foster  

Safeguarding Governor


