
Welcome back to school for our summer term!
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JLT news!
What a fabulous first half term we 
have had! As leaders, we have had 
the privilege of leading assemblies 
on helping the environment, human 

rights and individual liberty. The 
sports leaders have worked with every 

class in school on a fitness activity 
for national fitness day. Our charity 
leaders collected food for the food 

bank for harvest, supported the poppy 
appeal and we are currently in the 

process of organising the race for life. 
Our Eco-warriors have also been litter 

picking every Friday to improve our 
school grounds. Finally, we all helped 

Mrs Jones  to plan and organise the 
Christmas fair which we can’t wait for! 

Next term will be even more exciting 
as we will be raising money for cancer 

research with our race for life, organising 
a Tanzania fundraising day and improving 

lunchtimes with our sports leaders.

Neave, Head Girl

Next Friday, 20th December, will be Non uniform, Christmas dress day! 

You can wear your Christmas jumper or even sport some Christmas accessories!  
If you would like to donate £1, this will be sent to ‘save the children’ charity.



Year 3

For more photos of these events please see our twitter page @SouthdaleY3

Year 3 have truly shone this week. 

The Nativity performances showcased 
the huge effort the children had made to 
learn their lines, remember their dance 
steps, and truly perform to the best of 
their ability. We are all incredibly proud 
of all our year 3 children and it has been 
an absolute pleasure to watch them 
grow and blossom in confidence. 

We would like to take this opportunity to 
say thank you to all involved. 

Mr Smithson, our resident photographer, 
has volunteered his time to take 
hundreds of photographs during 
rehearsals as well as both performances. 
This is a service that Mr Smithson 
provides at no cost to the school and is 
greatly appreciated.  

We would also like to thank Christ 
Church for allowing us to use their 
facilities over the last few weeks and  
Gill Robertson who has looked after us 
all in every way possible. 

Finally, we would like to say thank you 
to all the parents and family members 
for helping their children to learn their 
lines, providing costumes, being flexible 
during our church rehearsals and for 
encouraging their children to shine like 
stars in the universe!

https://twitter.com/SouthdaleY3?lang=en-gb


Year 3

For more photos of these events please see our twitter page @SouthdaleY3

Nativity Photos
Mr Smithson will be uploading all the 

Nativity photos to the Southdale Gallery 
(as the Lineham Farm pictures) but this 

may not be before we finish for Christmas. 
Please be patient - there are a lot to 
sort through from the rehearsal and 

performances. Log-in passwords and 
download details will be sent via  

Parent Hub before the end of term.
If you would like a picture of your child  

in advance please email:  
p.smithson@southdale.wakefield.sch.uk

https://twitter.com/SouthdaleY3?lang=en-gb


Year 4

For more photos of these events please see our twitter page @SouthdaleY4

 
 

We really have the science bug at the moment in 
Year 4. The egg experiment has been watched 
with interest and on Friday we took the eggs out 
of their liquids to evaluate what had happened to 
the shells whilst being in the different liquids. 

The children had predicted which shell they 
thought would have the most damage and then 
compared their prediction to the results. The 
shells were compared to the ‘control’ which was 
the egg in the water. We wonder which you think 
had the most damage and will you give your 
teeth an extra brush today? 

We have also learned about digestion 
and the journey of food through our 
bodies. We made this more real by 
demonstrating what happened at each 
phase-much to the disgust of some of 
the class! Brilliant!

In English, we made our way through Wigtwizzle 
Wood to find the children in the Gingerbread house. 
We rescued them but mysteriously their captor was 
no where to be seen. We’re now in the progress of 
writing a wanted poster to try and locate her in order 
to bring her to trial. Watch this space for updates...

https://twitter.com/Y4Southdale?lang=en-gb


Year 5

For more photos of these events please see our twitter page @SouthdaleY5

In English, after receiving a letter via futuristic time mail,  
the children have begun writing detailed descriptions  
of The Land of Neverbelieve in 2119! They have  
focused on different parts of the island such  
as the Magical Lake, using powerful language  
to demonstrate the effects of tourism on the  
island. So far, we have produced some effective  
pieces of writing and we cannot wait to see  
the published outcomes!

In Maths, the children have continued their work on adding and subtracting fractions. They have also moved onto multiplying fractions thinking carefully about the steps they must take when multiplying mixed number fractions by whole numbers.

As part of the narrative curriculum, the 

children have explored deforestation 

and its effects on the Amazon 

rainforest. They have also researched 

the different Biomes of the world, 

looking at the climate, plants and 

animals that are similar in each Biome. 

In RE, the children have consolidated 
what they have learnt about Moses  
and the Ten Commandments. They 
have used these as inspiration to 
persuade Christians to donate to the 
toy box charity.

The wonderful aroma of 
baking permeated through the 
small hall this week as the 
children enjoyed cooking 
gingerbread! 

https://twitter.com/Y5Southdale?lang=en-gb


For more photos of these events please see our twitter page @SouthdaleY6

Year 6

Well done to our Year Eco-Warriors, who 
planned and delivered an assembly to the 
whole school. They made it crystal clear that 
when it comes to the environment, change 
begins with YOU!

 
 

In English we have written stories with 
flashbacks, based on the animation ‘The 
Piano’. We can’t wait to edit and publish these 
on Monday”

We have created a wealth of artistic creations 
this week, including: ‘Blackout Poems’, 
sketches, water-colour poppies as well as 
preparing our final Banksy pieces to be 
sprayed next week!

In PE we took part in a blistering game of 
Capture the Flag, where four teams worked 
together to steal each other’s flags and win 
the game. We learned lots about working as 
a team and which tactics worked the best!

https://twitter.com/Y6Southdale?lang=en-gb


Supporting your child at home this week

YEAR 4 THIS WEEK
Reading: We are now collecting in reading books in preparation for giving 
them all barcodes. Please remember to read over the holidays with your child. 
Maybe you could visit the library for a holiday read or maybe good old Santa 
will pop one in your child’s stocking.

Maths: Please support your child with helping them to continue to learn 
the 6,7 and 9 times tables. It would also be helpful to recap addition and 
subtraction, rounding and Roman numerals. 

Themes: As part of our narrative, we are hoping to catch the witch who took 
the poor siblings, Hansel and Gretel. Next week, we will explore the theme of 
crime and punishment. We are hoping to bring the witch and the woodcutter 
to trial to decide who is guilty and what punishment they should receive.

Spelling:  We have been looking at prefixes and suffixes and how they change 
the meanings of words. Can you work with your child to find any words which 
have prefixes or suffixes and work out their meanings?

YEAR 3 THIS WEEK
Reading: Please read with your child at home and ensure that they are 
reading for at least 20 minutes a day.

Maths: Please support your child by encouraging them to practise their times 
tables using the app TT Rock Stars. We have started to look at the 4 times 
table. Children will need to know their 4 times table as well as the related 
division calculations. 

E.g. 3 x 4 = 12 so 4 x 3 = 12 and 12 ÷ 3 = 4 so 12 ÷ 4 = 3 

Spelling Pattern:  In spellings next week, we are learning to spell words that 
end in –ture which sounds like chuh. 

E.g. adventure, nature, capture, mixture, furniture, creature, future.

Theme: Our themes for this half-term are obsession, health and well-being. 
Please talk to your children about how important it is to look after our health 
and how we can do this my looking after our body and our mind 



Supporting your child at home this week

YEAR 5 THIS WEEK
Reading: Please read with your child at home and ensure that they are 
reading for at least 20 minutes a day.

Maths: Please encourage your children to practise their times tables using 
Times Table Rockstars. Children can also use their My Maths log in to 
complete set tasks. 

Themes: We are exploring the themes of Global responsibility, 
conservation and consequence this half term through the book, The Land 
of Neverbelieve.’

Spelling Pattern:  In classes, children will continue to look at the key 
spelling words ending in ‘ence’.  These words will include: patience, 
violence, difference, silence, obedience, absence, intelligence, innocence, 
dependence, magnificence. They will also consolidate key spelling rules 
from over the half term. 

YEAR 6 THIS WEEK
Reading: Please read with your child at home and ensure that they are 
reading for at least 20 minutes a day. 

Maths: Please encourage your child to practise their times tables using 
Times Table Rockstars – quick recall of times table facts is essential in our 
understanding of calculating percentages. Complete the MyMaths  
‘measures’ tasks. 

Themes: Discuss with your child what the meaning of Christmas is to  
your family.

Spelling Pattern:  Homophones - compliment/complement, morning/
mourning, ascent/assent, draft/draught. Can you identify the difference 
and uses for each?



Achievements

Special Mentions

3LH

Everyone For a great Nativity3LS

3SG

4EB Leah H For writing a great ‘Wanted’ poster to find the witch

4RD Kieran P For trying really hard with his writing, as always

4RR Henry A For having a positive and mature attitude to learning

5AM Olly W For developing a love of reading over the last few weeks and becoming a much more 
fluent reader

5EZ Isabel K For being extremely kind and showing the Southdale Sparkle

5GT Emmi S For always giving 100% effort in all her work

6KD Neave L For always showing the Southdale Sparkle and having a positive attitude

6MF Imogen B 
Delilah S

For always having an excellent attitude to learning

6ZR William BM For a positive attitude towards your learning - keep it up!

Attendance

3LH 95.33%
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3LS 93.18%

3SG 97.24%

4EB 94.67%

4RD 94.14%

4RR 93.87%

5AM 93.67%

5EZ 95.00%

5GT 98.00%

6KD 93.88%

6MF 93.57%

6ZR 92.50%

TT ROCKSTARS - Year 5

Most improved

Isabelle C

Most answered

Chloe-Rose H

TT ROCKSTARS - Year 6

Most improved

Isabella B

Most answered

Calum P

TT ROCKSTARS - Year 4

Most improved

William T

Most answered

Joshua S

TT ROCKSTARS - Year 3

Most improved

Amelia S

Most answered

Amelia S

Head teachers Award

Emily S For shining like a star in the universe by helping charity



After-school Clubs

Day Year Group Activity Provider

Mon All year groups Boccia & Curling Wakefield School Sports Network

Mon All year groups Lego Club Mineblox

Mon Y4, 5 & 6 Cross Country Mrs Mohebi/Miss Ryan/Mr Mills

Mon Y4, 5 & 6 Choir Mrs Garnett

Mon All year groups Cooking Mrs Smith

Mon All year groups Bird watching Mr Smithson

Tue All year groups Gardening Mr Dundon

Tue All year groups Dance & Drama Wakefield School Sports Network

Tue All year groups Cooking Miss Woolley

Tue All year groups Bird watching Mr Smithson

Wed All year groups Reading Miss Noonan

Wed All year groups Cooking Mrs Burrill

Wed All year groups Netball Wakefield School Sports Network

Wed All year groups Bird watching Mr Smithson

Thur All year groups Maths & Reading,  
Writing Boosters

All Teaching Staff

Thur All year groups French Lessons Kidslingo

Thur All year groups Cooking Mrs Smith

Fri All year groups Handball/Dodgeball Wakefield School Sports Network

Fri All year groups Cooking Miss Woolley

Fri All year groups Bird watching Mr Smithson



Calendar

Term Dates 2019 - 20

Monday 2 September INSET DAY

Tuesday 3 September School opens

Thursday 24 October School closes for half term

Friday 25 October INSET DAY

Monday 4 November School opens

Thursday 12 December INSET DAY - ELECTION

Friday 20 December School closed for Christmas holidays

Monday 6 January School opens

Thursday 13 February School closes for half term

Friday 14 February INSET DAY

Monday 24 February School opens

Friday 3 April School closes for Easter holidays

Monday 20 April School opens

Thursday 7 May INSET DAY - LOCAL ELECTIONS

Friday 8 May BANK HOLIDAY

Friday 22 May School closes for half term

Monday 1 June School opens

Friday 17 July School closes for the summer holiday

Monday 20 July INSET DAY

Important Dates for your Diary

19 December - 3.25-6.30pm Christmas Fair

20 December Non uniform, Christmas dress day!

20 December Rocksteady concert (for those taking part in Rocksteady)

14, 21 & 28 January 2020 Year 3 Coal Mining Museum visits

11-12 March 2020 Year 5  Whitby Residential

16-18 March 2020 Year 4 Robinwood Residential



Information

InformationReading at home

At Southdale we strongly believe that reading is 
paramount to a child’s development academically.  
All the latest research shows that the impact of parental 
involvement in reading is massive. It has been proven 
that better readers become better writers but reading 
has an impact in every area of the curriculum. 

About 70%-80% of a child’s vocabulary comes from 
reading – a child who reads for 20 minutes a day reads 
almost two million words per year. This 20 minutes of 
reading at home every day will help your child get into 
the top 10% for vocabulary acquisition. 

When reading children also develop their ability to think 
abstractly, to develop empathy and to acquire an infinite 
amount of knowledge. These are skills that they need in 
every area of the curriculum (to solve a maths problem, 
to understand a science experiment, to use the correct 
terminology in P.E. etc.). 

Reading removes barriers to learning. Research shows 
that a child’s vocabulary size at the age of 5 has a direct 
link with their GCSE results. Children who read do better 
in their GCSEs, children who read go on to have more 
career options and children who read become happier 
more well-rounded adults. ALL IT TAKES IS 20 minutes  
a day at home.

Once children have developed the basic skills of reading, 
there can be a risk that their motivation and enthusiasm 
begin to lessen. Taking the time to talk to your children 
about the books they choose and listening to them 
reading aloud regularly can make all the difference. 

Children need to understand why we read. They need 
to experience the range of feelings that a book can 
create or the power that can be gained from accessing 
information. Reading must not only be confined to 
stories. Many children love reading comics, magazines, 
newspapers, information books and poetry. All of these 
reading activities should be encouraged.

Children in Key Stage 2 will all be at very different stages 
of development, but even for the most fluent readers 
there is a need for parental support.

Sharing a book individually with one child helps them 
enormously. This is the time when children can develop 
a much deeper understanding of the books that they 
are reading. Rather than reading at home being ‘reading 
practice’, it should extend and enrich the reading 
experiences of school. 

One of the most powerful ways in which parents can do 
this is to show real enthusiasm themselves. Your sense 
of excitement about books and stories, your anticipation 
about what will happen next in a story and a discussion 
about your own likes and dislikes, will greatly influence 
your child.

Asking questions that go beyond the literal meaning of 
the book will help your child to think more deeply about 
what they are reading. Encourage your child to use the 
school and local libraries.

Books and stories open up new worlds of excitement 
and imagination for children!

Helping Your Child With Reading

The following points are to support you when reading at 
home with your child. Regular, daily reading is the key to 
reading success. Two or three of these sessions could 
be your child reading silently to him/herself followed 
by a discussion about the book. The other days could 
be an opportunity for your child to read aloud or taking 
it in turns to read aloud. These guidelines may help you 
develop reading further.

• Make sure you are relaxed and comfortable during 
the reading session.

• Encourage your child to read with expression.

• Your child should be able to read approximately  
9 out of every 10 words in the book, less than this 
and the book may be too difficult.

• Discuss the meaning new vocabulary and encourage 
your child to use these new words in sentences when 
talking to you.

• Ask questions about the characters, the plot, the 
ending of the book and whether your child enjoyed 
it. If your child is not enjoying a story, stop reading it 
and ask them to change the book. Use the question 
stems.

• Encourage talk about favourite authors and 
illustrators, giving reasons for their choices.

• Try to make sure that your child reads a range of 
different books, not always stories.

• Model the reading process yourself by having your 
own book/ paper to read.

• Give lots of praise and encouragement.

• Have fun



Safeguarding

Mrs K Partington 

Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs R Mohebi  

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs R Randall  

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Miss R Mallas  

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mr V Foster  

Safeguarding Governor


