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The anticipation has been too 
much over the past couple of 
weeks and finally yesterday,  

our head girl opened our trim trail 
with a speech and cutting  

of the ribbon. The cheers from  
the children were a joy to hear 

and they have all enjoyed some 
time playing during the day.

The wait is over!

Head Girl Neave also said a prayer  of thankfulness for 
this fabulous addition to the school. Well done Neave!



Year 3

For more photos of these events please see our twitter page @SouthdaleY3

In 3LS, some children had the opportunity 
to go to Springmill and learn about different 
knots. They learned a timber hitch and 
clove hitch which will be useful when 
building shelters in the future. 

Thankfully, there has been good news for 
the end of our narrative. The persuasive 
letters, composed by the Springmill 
Community Action Group, managed to 
convince the council not to sell the land at 
Springmill. Mr Dundon and Mrs Cooper,  
our Forest School teachers, are delighted!

What a fantastic first half-term for our  
Year 3 children. We have thoroughly 
enjoyed every aspect of our narrative  
‘The Lost Book of Adventure’ and have 
learned so much about fires, knots, 
shelters, survival, nature and the great 
outdoors. The children have been an 
absolute pleasure and we can’t wait to start 
the next chapter of their Year 3 journey. 

Thank you all for you positivity, kindness 
and support. Have a wonderful break and 
we shall look forward to seeing you all in 
November. 

This week in Science, children 
have been learning about 
fossils in terms of what they 
are and how they are formed. 
Children had the opportunity 
to create their own fossil by 
making impressions in clay 
and using plaster of Paris to 
take a cast of the imprint. 
The results were fantastic!

https://twitter.com/SouthdaleY3?lang=en-gb


Year 4

For more photos of these events please see our twitter page @SouthdaleY4

This week we have been researching, 
designing, making and evaluating our 
decoy based on Varjak Paw to help him 
to survive on the Outside. What an 
amazing time we have all had. Thank you 
to our kind parents that came and spent 
time with us. Also, thank you for sending 
in all our resources to make such 
realistic decoys with eyes that light up 
using a circuit.

We thoroughly enjoyed having you with 
us and your compliments on your 
evaluation slips have been a brilliant 
read, for example: 

“I have enjoyed working not only with 
my own child, but with other children 
too. Love these inspire occasions with 
the kids.”

https://twitter.com/Y4Southdale?lang=en-gb


Year 5

For more photos of these events please see our twitter page @SouthdaleY5

In our art lesson this week, we have 
produced our final outcome, which is  
a detailed Viking figurehead.   
We look forward to seeing the end 
result on our display.  

One of our newspaper reports.

In the final week of our Viking narrative journey we have focused 
on consolidating all we have learnt this term. In English  
we became reporters in order to write a newspaper 
 article detailing the Eoforwic invasion. We used  
role play and hot seating to gather eyewitness  
accounts of the dreaded raid. Both our characters  
Aldwin (an Anglo-Saxon) and Ragnar (a Viking)  
were interviewed as part of the process. Using all 
this information, we have written some fantastic 
newspaper reports.

In maths, the children have learnt how to use formal methods to multiply 2 digit number  by 2 digit numbers.  

https://twitter.com/Y5Southdale?lang=en-gb


For more photos of these events please see our twitter page @SouthdaleY6

Year 6

What a week! Year 6 have squeezed every  
last drop out of this half term and we think 
we’ve definitely earned a relaxing break!

In maths, we have moved on to multiplying and 
dividing fractions, navigating quite a tricky  
concept by using diagrams to model our thinking.

In English, we have written and published  
some amazing descriptions of WW1 trenches, 
capturing the horror of what our brave soldiers 
lived through.

We were thrilled to be visited by Wakefield 
Museum, where the children partook in a 
workshop involving artefacts from WW1.  
We investigated the lives of some of the  
‘Ossett Fallen’, and explored their stories  
through real-life objects from history.

We applied all of the skills learned across 
the whole of half term to take part in some high-tempo games of basketball. There 
were some amazing skills on display,  
from dribbling to shooting, as well as 
passing and defending.

https://twitter.com/Y6Southdale?lang=en-gb


For more photos of these events please see our twitter page @SouthdaleY6

Sport

Six children from Year 3 had fun 
at Outwood Grange Academy 

participating in a Multi Skills Festival. 
The children had the opportunity to 

try out a range of exciting sports and 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

Lucan thought it was great 
experiencing sporting activities which 
he had never tried before. Henry hopes 

he can participate again and Lara 
thought the activities were great!

https://twitter.com/Y6Southdale?lang=en-gb


Supporting your child at home this week

YEAR 4 THIS WEEK
Reading: Please read with your child at home and ensure that they are 
reading for at least 20 minutes a day. Why not find an interesting word 
which you can find the definition of and share back in class.

Maths: Please continue to support your child with helping them to 
consolidate the times tables learnt in year 3 these are 3, 4, 6 and 8.  
Support your child to continue working on their fluency of adding 4 digit 
numbers. Remember to look at our Year 4 page on our website for ways  
to support your child.

Themes: Our new themes for our next narrative are: poverty, survival,  
crime and punishment.

Spelling Pattern:  We will be looking at the spelling pattern adding the 
suffix ‘-ly’ to adjectives to make adverbs. Such as happily, angrily, sleepily, 
and merrily

YEAR 3 THIS WEEK
Reading: Please read with your child at home and ensure that they are 
reading for at least 20 minutes a day.

Maths: Please support your child by encouraging them to practise their times 
tables using the app TT Rock Stars. For the first few weeks in November, we 
will continue to master column addition and subtraction and will advance 
to bridging ones and tens when adding and exchanging hundreds and tens 
when subtracting. It would be much appreciated if during the holiday your 
child was reminded of the methods shown below. 



Supporting your child at home this week

YEAR 5 THIS WEEK
Reading: Please read with your child at home and ensure that they are 
reading for at least 20 minutes a day.

Maths: Please encourage your children to practise their times tables using 
Times Table Rockstars. Also, please support your child with completing the 
numeracy tasks set on My Maths.

Themes: It is our final week of our Viking Narrative. This week we have been 
consolidating all that we learnt during this term.

Spelling Pattern:  We will be looking at words with the suffix ‘ibly’ and 
‘ably’.  Please help your child to read, understand and spell the following 
words: adorably, horribly, tolerably, sensibly, miserably, possibly, suitably, 
responsibly.

YEAR 6 THIS WEEK
Reading: Please read with your child at home and ensure that they are 
reading for at least 20 minutes a day. 

Grammar: Complete the 5-in-5 sheet – one a day, Monday-Friday. 

Maths: Please encourage your children to practise their times tables using 
Times Table Rockstars - quick recall of times table facts is essential in our 
understanding of fractions.

Themes: Let your child show you the Ossett.net website, where we have 
been looking at profiles of the Ossett fallen. Talk to your child about how 
significant their impact has been on the world today. Can they explain why 
we should be thankful to them for their contribution?.

Spelling Pattern:  Practice the uses of their/there/they’re, was and were, 
has/had, to/two/too, your/you’re, where/were – can they explain the 
differences for each word and how they should be used?



Achievements

Special Mentions

3LH Ava H For a fantastic persuasive letter to the council

3LS Mahayla For completing extra science work at home

3SG Ebony C For perseverance and focus when writing her persuasive letter

4EB Charlie T For an amazing attitude during DT week

4RD Iris N For her positive mindset

4RR Olivia AR For being a super helpful friend during our DT project

5AM Ellie H For demonstrating an excellent understanding of long multiplication this week

5EZ Evan R For always working hard and showing the Southdale Sparkle

5GT Gabe B For always giving 100% in all that he does

6KD Calum P For always wanting to be the best that he can be and striving for excellence at all times

6MF Toby K For some amazing writing. A fab’ independent effort!

6ZR Andrew P For showing enthusiasm and passion in everything that you do

Attendance

3LH 94.67%

T
H

IS
 W

E
E

K
’S

 A
T

T
E

N
D

A
N

C
E

 W
IN

N
E

R
S

3LS 96.77%

3SG 96.00%

4EB 98.67%

4RD 99.86%

4RR 96.45%

5AM 96.33%

5EZ 93.10%

5GT 94.33%

6KD 93.93%

6MF 95.71%

6ZR 96.07%

TT ROCKSTARS - Year 5

Most improved

Emily R

Most answered

Theo G

TT ROCKSTARS - Year 6

Most improved

Connor E

Most answered

James A

TT ROCKSTARS - Year 4

Most improved

Brooklyn G

Most answered

Brooklyn G

TT ROCKSTARS - Year 3

Most improved

Mia JG

Most answered

Leonardo T

Head teachers Award

Maisie H For being an excellent role model and a true example of the Southdale Sparkle



After-school Clubs - NEXT TERM

Day Year Group Activity Provider

Mon All year groups Boccia & Curling Wakefield School Sports Network

Mon All year groups Lego Club Mineblox

Mon Y4, 5 & 6 Cross Country Mrs Mohebi/Miss Ryan/Mr Mills

Mon Y4, 5 & 6 Choir Mrs Garnett

Mon All year groups Cooking Mrs Smith

Mon All year groups Bird watching Mr Smithson

Tue All year groups Gardening Mr Dundon

Tue All year groups Dance & Drama Wakefield School Sports Network

Tue All year groups Cooking Miss Woolley

Tue All year groups Bird watching Mr Smithson

Wed All year groups Reading Miss Noonan

Wed All year groups Cooking Mrs Burrill

Wed All year groups Netball Wakefield School Sports Network

Wed All year groups Bird watching Mr Smithson

Thur All year groups Maths & Reading,  
Writing Boosters

All Teaching Staff

Thur All year groups French Lessons Kidslingo

Thur All year groups Cooking Mrs Smith

Fri All year groups Handball/Dodgeball Wakefield School Sports Network

Fri All year groups Cooking Miss Woolley

Fri All year groups Bird watching Mr Smithson



Calendar

Important Dates for your Diary

3-6 November Year 6 France & Belgium Residential

8 November Year 6 Wakefield Museum

12 & 13 November Parents evening

5 December Christmas Disco

10 December Year 3 Nativity (evening)

11 December Year 3 Nativity (afternoon)

12 December Christmas Fair

Term Dates 2019 - 20

Monday 2 September INSET DAY

Tuesday 3 September School opens

Thursday 24 October School closes for half term

Friday 25 October INSET DAY

Monday 4 November School opens

Friday 20 December School closed for Christmas holidays

Monday 6 January School opens

Thursday 13 February School closes for half term

Friday 14 February INSET DAY

Monday 24 February School opens

Friday 3 April School closes for Easter holidays

Monday 20 April School opens

Thursday 7 May INSET DAY - LOCAL ELECTIONS

Friday 8 May BANK HOLIDAY

Friday 22 May School closes for half term

Monday 1 June School opens

Friday 17 July School closes for the summer holiday

Monday 20 July INSET DAY



Information

InformationReading at home

At Southdale we strongly believe that reading is 
paramount to a child’s development academically.  
All the latest research shows that the impact of parental 
involvement in reading is massive. It has been proven 
that better readers become better writers but reading 
has an impact in every area of the curriculum. 

About 70%-80% of a child’s vocabulary comes from 
reading – a child who reads for 20 minutes a day reads 
almost two million words per year. This 20 minutes of 
reading at home every day will help your child get into 
the top 10% for vocabulary acquisition. 

When reading children also develop their ability to think 
abstractly, to develop empathy and to acquire an infinite 
amount of knowledge. These are skills that they need in 
every area of the curriculum (to solve a maths problem, 
to understand a science experiment, to use the correct 
terminology in P.E. etc.). 

Reading removes barriers to learning. Research shows 
that a child’s vocabulary size at the age of 5 has a direct 
link with their GCSE results. Children who read do better 
in their GCSEs, children who read go on to have more 
career options and children who read become happier 
more well-rounded adults. ALL IT TAKES IS 20 minutes  
a day at home.

Once children have developed the basic skills of reading, 
there can be a risk that their motivation and enthusiasm 
begin to lessen. Taking the time to talk to your children 
about the books they choose and listening to them 
reading aloud regularly can make all the difference. 

Children need to understand why we read. They need 
to experience the range of feelings that a book can 
create or the power that can be gained from accessing 
information. Reading must not only be confined to 
stories. Many children love reading comics, magazines, 
newspapers, information books and poetry. All of these 
reading activities should be encouraged.

Children in Key Stage 2 will all be at very different stages 
of development, but even for the most fluent readers 
there is a need for parental support.

Sharing a book individually with one child helps them 
enormously. This is the time when children can develop 
a much deeper understanding of the books that they 
are reading. Rather than reading at home being ‘reading 
practice’, it should extend and enrich the reading 
experiences of school. 

One of the most powerful ways in which parents can do 
this is to show real enthusiasm themselves. Your sense 
of excitement about books and stories, your anticipation 
about what will happen next in a story and a discussion 
about your own likes and dislikes, will greatly influence 
your child.

Asking questions that go beyond the literal meaning of 
the book will help your child to think more deeply about 
what they are reading. Encourage your child to use the 
school and local libraries.

Books and stories open up new worlds of excitement 
and imagination for children!

Helping Your Child With Reading

The following points are to support you when reading at 
home with your child. Regular, daily reading is the key to 
reading success. Two or three of these sessions could 
be your child reading silently to him/herself followed 
by a discussion about the book. The other days could 
be an opportunity for your child to read aloud or taking 
it in turns to read aloud. These guidelines may help you 
develop reading further.

• Make sure you are relaxed and comfortable during 
the reading session.

• Encourage your child to read with expression.

• Your child should be able to read approximately  
9 out of every 10 words in the book, less than this 
and the book may be too difficult.

• Discuss the meaning new vocabulary and encourage 
your child to use these new words in sentences when 
talking to you.

• Ask questions about the characters, the plot, the 
ending of the book and whether your child enjoyed 
it. If your child is not enjoying a story, stop reading it 
and ask them to change the book. Use the question 
stems.

• Encourage talk about favourite authors and 
illustrators, giving reasons for their choices.

• Try to make sure that your child reads a range of 
different books, not always stories.

• Model the reading process yourself by having your 
own book/ paper to read.

• Give lots of praise and encouragement.

• Have fun



Safeguarding

Mrs K Partington 

Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs R Mohebi  

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs R Randall  

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Miss R Mallas  

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mr V Foster  

Safeguarding Governor


