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 From birdwatching and 
cooking, to an array of 

sports, the children have so 
many clubs to choose from. 
Can you believe 70 children  
signed up for choir? It’s our 

biggest choir yet! 

This week we have launched our 
after school clubs!



Year 3

For more photos of these events please see our twitter page @SouthdaleY3

This week, our survival 
training has begun.
Children have been using digital maps to 
find Snowdonia and using geographical 
language to describe its location. 

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT YOUR CHILD AT HOME
Reading: Please read with your child at 
home and ensure that they are reading for at least 20 minutes a day.
Maths: Please support your child with their  3 times tables and practise counting in 50’s. .
Themes: We are exploring the themes of adventure and survival. Please share your knowledge about some of the greatest 
adventurers in history. (Ernest Shackleton, Neil Armstrong, Edmund Hillary etc.) .
Spelling Pattern: We are learning to add  the prefixes dis- and in- to root words.  
E.g. dishonest, disagree, disapprove, 
incomplete, invisible, independent..
Geography:  We have been learning about the location and landscape of Snowdonia.  It would be really helpful if you could talk to your child about the difference between a country, a county and a city or town. 

On Wednesday afternoon, the children 
learned how to build a fire using 
foraged materials and they then had 
the opportunity to practise using a fire 
starter flint in order to ignite tinder. 

The children have also learned the eight 
points of a compass in order to help them 
plan their journey from Ossett to the 
village of Tanygrisiau, where their training 
begins.

https://twitter.com/SouthdaleY3?lang=en-gb


Year 4

For more photos of these events please see our twitter page @SouthdaleY4

Outside, in games (netball), 
we began to explore different 
movement skills without the ball, 
ducking and weaving into space.

In Maths, we have been learning to order 
four digit numbers and are now just 
starting to round numbers to the nearest 
10, 100 and 1,000. We are continuing to 
develop our recall of our times tables in 
mental maths.

In RE, we have been discussing What 
Kind of World Did Jesus Want? This led 
onto to thinking about how disciples 
must have felt about leaving everything, 
including their own lives, to follow Jesus.

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT YOUR CHILD AT HOME

Reading: Please read with your child at home and ensure they are reading for at least twenty minutes 

a day. This can be a mixture of the children reading to themselves, to a parent, discussing the text etc. 

In school we have a wide range of books to choose from which we hope your children are enjoying.

Maths: Please support your child with helping them to consolidate the times tables learnt in year 

3 these are 3, 4, 6 and 8 times tables. Don’t forget to encourage your child to use Times Table Rock 

Stars (TTR). If your child has forgotten their logon details then speak to their class teacher. If your child 

would like to further consolidate their learning of Roman Numerals then please see the Year4 section 

of the website under the heading Helping Your Child.

Themes: As part of our narrative, we are exploring the theme mind-set. Varjak has had some difficult 

decisions to make over this last week and the children have disused how he has had to remain strong 

and brave. Please talk to your child about what mind-set means to them.

Spelling Pattern: We are recapping the prefixes mis, dis, un and in and how they change the meaning 

of words. Support your child by discussing root words that you can add these prefixes to.

This week has been an exciting week in Year 4. 
In English, our main character Varjak Paw has 
had a very difficult time dealing with leaving 
home, missing his grandad and having to  
climb a MASSIVE wall in order to escape from 
the cats.

After receiving a post card from the Grand Master 
of Tia Chi that informs us of Varjak’s entering 
the outside world, we have promised to protect 
him and find out all we can about electricity and 
circuits for a forth coming secret task in science.

https://twitter.com/Y4Southdale?lang=en-gb


Year 5

For more photos of these events please see our twitter page @SouthdaleY5

Our Year 5 narrative journey has continued!  
We have been busy completing the writing of 
our persuasive letter requesting the help of the 
ealdorman of Eoforwic. We have also looked  
back at our writing to edit and improve so that  
our published piece is the best that it can be!  

In our Maths lessons,  
we have been working on 
developing our knowledge  
and understanding of 
place value and rounding 
even further, working with  
numbers up to 10,000.  

As part of our Viking mission, 
we created a dance in PE that 
represented a Viking voyage- 
there were some very creative 
movements.

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT YOUR CHILD AT HOME

Reading: Please read with your child at home and ensure that 
they are reading for at least 20 minutes a day.

Maths: Please support your children with their 7, 8 and 9 times 
table multiplication and division facts. We have also looked at 
rounding numbers up to 10,000 to the nearest ten, hundred and 
thousand this week.

Themes: We are exploring the dominance of the Vikings as part 
of our narrative. Please can you talk to your child about how 
and why they invaded.

Spelling Pattern: We are looking at words containing the silent 
letter ‘b’ this week. Please support your child with reading, 
understanding the meaning of and using the following words 
in context: thumb, crumb, doubt, climb, tomb, numb, debt, limb, 
comb and subtle.

https://twitter.com/Y5Southdale?lang=en-gb


For more photos of these events please see our twitter page @SouthdaleY6

Year 6

Our first budding chefs have 
been honing 
their culinary 
skills making 
delicious 
beetroot soup 
and home 
baked bread.

HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT YOUR 

CHILD AT HOME

Reading: Please read with your child at 

home and ensure that they are reading for 

at least 20 minutes a day.

Maths: Please support your children with 

practising rounding numbers up to 10,000.

Themes: We are exploring the theme of 

diversity as part of our narrative. Please can 

you talk to your child about what this means 

to them.

Spelling Pattern: We are learning to add 

suffixes (-ed, -ing, -er, -est) to root words. 

Please support your child with this.

Topic:  Please encourage your child to find 

out about the similarities/differences of 

geography in different countries,  

in particular Syria.  

Continuing on our narrative journey, we looked into 
places where our mysterious stranger may have 
come from. We identified geographical features, 
such as countries and capital cities, as well as 
physical features such as biomes. We used atlases 
& iPads to help.

We were thrilled to finally use 
our new art books, looking at 
tone and shading techniques in 
preparation for our main piece.

In English, we have finally 
written and edited our diary 
entries. We can’t wait to see results!

In maths, we have continued to work on place value, 
by ordering and comparing decimals and rounding.

https://twitter.com/Y6Southdale?lang=en-gb


Achievements

Special Mentions

3LH Sophie H For a super piece of writing - you have presented your work beautifully

3LS Freddie W For making a huge effort to stay focused in lessons

3SG Matthew A For always working hard and being an excellent role model

4EB Matthew B For contributing some brilliant ideas in reading

4RD Jessica H For being a role model for our class - always doing the right thing!

4RR Colin C For always being ready to learn and enthusiastic about learning

5AM Luke A For showing fantastic determination in his learning and demonstrating a sound 
knowledge of his times table facts on TTR!

5EZ Joshua S For working extremely hard in all lessons, especially English. He has produced a 
fantastic persuasive letter and used lots of ambitious vocabulary.

5GT Lily T For taking great pride in her writing. We can’t wait to see the published piece!

6KD Rhys R For working extremely hard to improve his handwriting and self-correction skills.

6MF Alex B For helping others with his expert knowledge of English

6ZR Brett M For an inquisitive approach in our geography session

Attendance

3LH 98.06%
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3LS 97.85%

3SG 99.17%

4EB 99.44%

4RD 96.84%

4RR 98.12%

5AM 96.67%

5EZ 98.28%

5GT 97.78%

6KD 92.96%

6MF 91.96%

6ZR 99.40%

Head teachers Award

Charlotte Y For showing such a positive attitude. You are the Southdale Sparkle!

TT ROCKSTARS Top 3

Most answered (Year 5)

Lilia S

TT ROCKSTARS Top 3

Most answered (Year 6)

Calum P

TT ROCKSTARS Top 3

Most answered (Year 4)

Kenzie W

TT ROCKSTARS Top 3

Most answered (Year 3)

Phoebe G



After-school Clubs

Day Year Group Activity Provider

Mon Y3 & 4 Football Wakefield School Sports Network

Mon All year groups Lego Club Mineblox

Mon Y4, 5 & 6 Cross Country Mrs Mohebi

Mon Y4, 5 & 6 Choir Mrs Garnett

Mon All year groups Cooking Mrs Smith

Mon Year 3 Bird watching Mr Smithson

Tue All year groups Gardening Mr Dundon

Tue All year groups Dance & Performing Arts Wakefield School Sports Network

Tue All year groups Cooking Miss Woolley

Tue Y4, 5 & 6 Bird watching Mr Smithson

Wed Y3 & 4 Gardening Mr Dundon

Wed Y4, 5 & 6 Netball Wakefield School Sports Network

Wed All year groups Cooking Mrs Smith

Wed Y4, 5 & 6 Bird watching Mr Smithson

Thur All year groups Maths & Reading,  
Writing Boosters

All Teaching Staff

Thur All year groups French Lessons Kidslingo

Thur All year groups Cooking Mrs Burrill

Fri Y5 & 6 Football Wakefield School Sports Network

Fri All year groups Cooking Miss Woolley

Fri Y4, 5 & 6 Bird watching Mr Smithson



Calendar

Important Dates for your Diary

17 September Year 5 trip to Yorvik

19, 20, 23, 24 & 25 September Year 3 Lineham Farm Residential

9 October - 6pm Curriculum evening and meet your teacher (all year groups) 

21 October Individual photos

4-7 November Year 6 France & Belgium Residential

5 December Christmas Disco

10 December Year 3 Nativity

12 December Christmas Fair

Term Dates 2019 - 20

Monday 2 September INSET DAY

Tuesday 3 September School opens

Thursday 24 October School closes for half term

Friday 25 October INSET DAY

Monday 4 November School opens

Friday 20 December School closed for Christmas holidays

Monday 6 January School opens

Thursday 13 February School closes for half term

Friday 14 February INSET DAY

Monday 24 February School opens

Friday 3 April School closes for Easter holidays

Monday 20 April School opens

Thursday 7 May INSET DAY - LOCAL ELECTIONS

Friday 8 May BANK HOLIDAY

Friday 22 May School closes for half term

Monday 1 June School opens

Friday 17 July School closes for the summer holiday

Monday 20 July INSET DAY



Information

InformationReading at home

At Southdale we strongly believe that reading is 
paramount to a child’s development academically.  
All the latest research shows that the impact of parental 
involvement in reading is massive. It has been proven 
that better readers become better writers but reading 
has an impact in every area of the curriculum. 

About 70%-80% of a child’s vocabulary comes from 
reading – a child who reads for 20 minutes a day reads 
almost two million words per year. This 20 minutes of 
reading at home every day will help your child get into 
the top 10% for vocabulary acquisition. 

When reading children also develop their ability to think 
abstractly, to develop empathy and to acquire an infinite 
amount of knowledge. These are skills that they need in 
every area of the curriculum (to solve a maths problem, 
to understand a science experiment, to use the correct 
terminology in P.E. etc.). 

Reading removes barriers to learning. Research shows 
that a child’s vocabulary size at the age of 5 has a direct 
link with their GCSE results. Children who read do better 
in their GCSEs, children who read go on to have more 
career options and children who read become happier 
more well-rounded adults. ALL IT TAKES IS 20 minutes  
a day at home.

Once children have developed the basic skills of reading, 
there can be a risk that their motivation and enthusiasm 
begin to lessen. Taking the time to talk to your children 
about the books they choose and listening to them 
reading aloud regularly can make all the difference. 

Children need to understand why we read. They need 
to experience the range of feelings that a book can 
create or the power that can be gained from accessing 
information. Reading must not only be confined to 
stories. Many children love reading comics, magazines, 
newspapers, information books and poetry. All of these 
reading activities should be encouraged.

Children in Key Stage 2 will all be at very different stages 
of development, but even for the most fluent readers 
there is a need for parental support.

Sharing a book individually with one child helps them 
enormously. This is the time when children can develop 
a much deeper understanding of the books that they 
are reading. Rather than reading at home being ‘reading 
practice’, it should extend and enrich the reading 
experiences of school. 

One of the most powerful ways in which parents can do 
this is to show real enthusiasm themselves. Your sense 
of excitement about books and stories, your anticipation 
about what will happen next in a story and a discussion 
about your own likes and dislikes, will greatly influence 
your child.

Asking questions that go beyond the literal meaning of 
the book will help your child to think more deeply about 
what they are reading. Encourage your child to use the 
school and local libraries.

Books and stories open up new worlds of excitement 
and imagination for children!

Helping Your Child With Reading

The following points are to support you when reading at 
home with your child. Regular, daily reading is the key to 
reading success. Two or three of these sessions could 
be your child reading silently to him/herself followed 
by a discussion about the book. The other days could 
be an opportunity for your child to read aloud or taking 
it in turns to read aloud. These guidelines may help you 
develop reading further.

• Make sure you are relaxed and comfortable during 
the reading session.

• Encourage your child to read with expression.

• Your child should be able to read approximately  
9 out of every 10 words in the book, less than this 
and the book may be too difficult.

• Discuss the meaning new vocabulary and encourage 
your child to use these new words in sentences when 
talking to you.

• Ask questions about the characters, the plot, the 
ending of the book and whether your child enjoyed 
it. If your child is not enjoying a story, stop reading it 
and ask them to change the book. Use the question 
stems.

• Encourage talk about favourite authors and 
illustrators, giving reasons for their choices.

• Try to make sure that your child reads a range of 
different books, not always stories.

• Model the reading process yourself by having your 
own book/ paper to read.

• Give lots of praise and encouragement.

• Have fun



Safeguarding

Mrs K Partington 

Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs R Mohebi  

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mrs R Randall  

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Miss R Mallas  

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Mr V Foster  

Safeguarding Governor


